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I. A Letter from Dr. George Mackenzie, to 
Sir Hans Sloane, (Bar. CoU. Med. Lond. <Pr*f. 
concerning the Coati Mondi o/Brafii. 

SIR, 

YOU know that the Coati Mondi of Brafil is fel- 
dom or never brought alive into Europe j yet 
there were two of them found in Capt. Greens Ship, 
who was fame Years ago try'd and condemn'd here for 
Piracy, one of which being given in Compliment to 
my Lady Seafortb y dy'd in my Cuftody of a Wound it 
had received in the Thigh, which I caufed to be dif- 
fefted, and have fent you the Account of it, compared 
with that which the Parifian Academifts publifti'd of 
one of them ^ and which differs from theirs in feveral 
Particulars, moft of which, as I believe, may proceed 
from the Difference of Sex, theirs being a Male, and 
ours a Female. 

Theirs was fix Inches and an half from the end of 
the Snout to the hinder part of the Head, ours was 
only four j theirs was fixteen Inches from the Occiput 
to the Beginning of the Tail, ours was ten j theirs from 
the Infertion of the Tail to the End was thirteen Inches, 
ours twelve ^ theirs from the Top of the Back to the 
Extremity of the fore Feet was ten Inches, ours was 
feven j theirs from the Top of the Back to the Extre- 
mity of the hinder feet was twelve Inches, ours eighty 
the Snout of theirs was very long and moveable, like 
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that of a Hog, but {freighter and longer in Proportion, 
but ours was only two Inches ; the four Paws had 
each five Toes, the Claws of which were black, long- 
and hollow, like thofe of the Caftor :, the Toes of the 
Fore-paws were a little longer than thofe of the Hind- 
paws ^ the Soles without Hair j the Palms and Soles 
of thefe Fore-paws were covered with a foft and ten- 
der Skin j the Sole of the hinder Paw was long, hav- 
ing a Heel, at the Extremity of which there were fe- 
veral Scales a Line broad, and five or fix long, in all 
which they perfectly agreed. 

The Ears were round, like thofe of Rats, and co- 
vered at the Top with very fhort Hairs, and in this 
they likewife botli agreed, as they did in the Eyes, 
which were exrreamly {"mail and beautiful, but there 
was fome Difference in the Hair ;, for theirs was ihort, 
rough and knotty, blackifh on the Back and Head} 
and the reft of the Body mixt with black and red \ 
but in ours the Hair was long, in Proportion to the 
Animal, efpecially on the Tail, and the whole was 
beautified with white and black Circles, which made 
it have a molt lovely Afped; But from the Snout 
down all the Throat and Belly to the top of the Tail 
and the infide of the Legs, was of a reddifh Colour. 
The Tongue of both theirs and ours was chopt with 
feveral Fiffures or Strokes, which made it rough to 
the Touch. The Incifores were fix in each Jaw : The 
Canini were very large, efpecially thofe of the lower 
Jaw, but they did not turn up like Tufks as theirs 
did ; their Figure was not round, blunt, or white, like 
thofe of a Dog, Wolf, or Lyon, but {harp, by the 
means of three Angles, which at the Extremity fbrm'd 
a Point {harp like an Awl : As to their Colour, they 
were greyifh and fomewhat tranfparent : The Quia 
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was large, and cleft like a Hog's \ and the tower Jaw, 
as in a Hog, Very much fhofter than the Upper. 

We mall now proceed to the internal Parts. By the 
Diffeclion we found in ours, as the Parifian Academifts 
did in theirs, that ; under ,the Skin, . and between the 
Mufcles, -there was a great deal of Fat, white and hard, 
like Tallow. Theirs being a Male had a Penis pro- 
vided with a Bone, whofe Length, did in proportion 
exceedingly fur pafe that of Hie Bones which are found 
in the Penis of other Animals j fo we in ours, being 
a Female, obfervcd, that it had an exceeding large Ma- 
trix, and that the Infertion of the Urethra was upon 
the right Side of the Vagina. The Epiploon in ours, 
as in theirs, was very fmall j it had little Fat, and 
was a Complication of Fibres arid Fillets, rather than 
a Membrane j it was not laid upon the Inteftines, but 
touched upon the Ventricle. In theirs they obferved a 
very large Spleen, but in ours we could difcern none. 
We did not obferve more than they any VefTels in the 
external Membrane of the Ventricle, but the Coronaria 
Stomachica, which appear'd as in theirs towards the 
upper Orifice, and foon difappear'd, mooting forth a 
few Branches. The Liver in ours, like theirs, was 
fomewhat blackifh, and of a Subftance very homoge- 
neous, without any Appearance of Glands: It had fe- 
ven Lobes, two great ones on the left Side, and five 
other fmall ones on the right Side. The Pancreas in 
ours, as in theirs, was faftened along the Duodenum, 
inclining more towards the right Kidney than the left } 
but whereas it was very fmall in theirs, it was very 
large in ours. The Mefenterjr in our?, as in theirs, 
was filled with a very hard Fat, which inclofed and 
almoft concealed all its VefTels. The Inteftines in theirs 
were feven Foot long, and all of one Thicknefs, having 
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nothing to diftinguifti them j but in ours they were 
only 42 Inches and a half. Theirs had no Cacum, but 
we found it in ours at the upper end of the ReSlum. 
The Bladder was very large ^ the right Kidney in ours* 
as in theirs, was a great deal higher than the left, and 
covered with the.Lobes of the Liven. The Lungs in 
theirs had five Lobes, two on the right Side and two 
an the left, and the fifth in the Mediajlinum, which 
was as thin as a Spider's Web j but in ours there was 
feven Lobes, three on the right and three on the left* 
and the fevehth in the Middle.. The Heart in ours, 
as in theirs, refembled that of a Dog, having the right 
Auricle extreamly great* and as they found a great 
deal of filmy Matter hardened in the right Ventricle, 
fo we found in ours a Polypus. The Mufculus Croto* 
f bites palling under the Zygoma, was in ours, as in 
theirs, fattened there, being, extraordinary flelhy event 
to its Infertlon, made by a very large Tendon, which- 
was fnclofed between two Pieces of Flefli, much thickr 
er than thofe which are generally found in. this Place, 
and which are thought to be put there to defend and 
ftrengthen the Tendon, of the Mufcle of. the. Tem- 
ples. 

The Tendons in the Articulations of the fore Feet 
were very big and- ftrong.. In ours we obferved two 
Glands on each Side of the Anus, with- a Paflage to- 
each ofthem, ; full of a greyifti foetid. Matter. The Or- 
Vita in ours, like theirs, was not bony throughout, but 
it was fupply'd in the upper Part by a cartilaginous 
Ligament, which joined the Apophyfts of the Os Fron*- 
lis to that of the firft Bone in the upper Jaw.. The 
Bone, which feparates the Cerebrum- from the Cerebeb 
him, was as in Dogs.. The Dura Mater in ours did not 
adhere to the Cranium, as in theirs. The Sinus's of 
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the Qs Frontts in ours, as in theirs, were full of Mat* 
ter, like a friable Fat. The Mammillares Pmeffw y in 
ours, as in theirs, were very large.. In the Eye both of 
them agreed exaftiy, the Globe not exceeding four 
Lines and a half in Diameter, the Aperture of the 
Lids being much larger, and the Pupilla being as large 
as the whole Globe of die Eye j the Cryftalline con- 
tained three Lines in Breadth, and two and an half in 
Thicknefs, and was more convex inwards than out- 
wards-, this Thicknefs of the Cryftalline made the 
two other Humours to be lefs in Quantity. The Cbo- 
roides was all over of the fame Colour, w*«. of a very 
brown red, without any Tapetum, which is hardly ever 
wanting in: the Eyes of other Animals. 

Thefe are all the remarkable Differences, that we 
could difcover, b«twixt ours and that of the Parifian 
Academifts j only I muft inform you of fome Things, 
as to the Manner of its Living and Diet, which they 
had not the Occafion to obferve in theirs*, 

I believe they are mifinform'd, infaying, that they 
carry their Tails erefted, at 4eaft the Tail of this was 
always trailing on the Ground } neither can I be 
induced to believe that they eat their Tails, for there 
was no Part of her tfrat* fhe could endure lefs to be 
handled than her Tail, the leaft touching of which 
would make her cry, or rather hifs like a Snake j fhe 
could endure no manner of Cold * for in the Intervals 
betwixt die Times of eating, fhe was either beneath 
the Bed-cloaths, or on a Cufhion before a Fire, with 
die Heat of which fhe feemed to be extrearoly well 
gleafed. 

Her ordinary Meat was butter'd Eggs, Milk and 
Bread, all manner of roafted Flefh, but no Fifh: I 
Gticetry'd her with a new kill'd Partridge, which the 

eat 



C lit ) 

eat of raoft voraCtoufly, and, for feveral Day9 after, fhe 
was very wild and ungovernable, -which made me ne- 
ver afterwards try her with raw Fiefh. I am apt like- 
wife to believe, their ordinary Dens or Habitations are 
under Ground in fandy Banks, like our Rabbits j for 
when fhe was brought to the Fields, Me would dig up 
the Sands with her Paws, with an incredible Swift- 
nefs, fo that had me not been chain'd, there had been 
no Poffibility of recovering her. 



George Mackenzie* 



II. Imber Calcuhrum inter aquarum Pyirmontana- 
rum ufum, in. Vtro, nunquam antebac calculum 
expertOj ac alias perfetle fano r fubfequente poftea 
mittu cruento, tandemque Veftcte ulcere. Commu- 
nicante Viro Clarijfimo Abrahamo Vatero, M, D. 
Anat. & Botan. (prof. Wktemb. <^. S. S. 

NObilis Pomeranus, fantis ac vegetus, uti ipfe de 
fe refert, nulliufque mali fibi confcius, ante hos 
tres annos, fuafu amici, converfatiOnis caufa, foeium fe 
ipfi adjunxit, in bibendis aquis medicatis Pymontanis. 
Fa&um autem eft, ut, cum potando aliquot dies tranfe- 
giffet, calculos quofdam minores, abfque ullo quidem 
dolore, excludi inter mingendum fentiret. Effectual 
hunc criticum effe fibi perfuadens nofter, aquas iftas 
aucla dofi bibere incipit, quo fa&o, quatuor vel quin- 
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